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From all t touts 2a the Tea. which was held on Monday, April 3rd ‘Bitothae over 
120 of our personnel who have been with the-hospital for five years or over was a big 
success, The Tea was well.attended and the Board of Managers was well represented. 
There are 8ix employees who have served the hospital for over 25 years. Besides the 
certificates, they received a $25. War Bond donated by the members of the Board of 
Managers. They were; ‘Salvatore LoCascio, Agnes M. Donahue, Della ‘Villiems, Joseph 
Schlatter, Grace McCullough. The party was climaxed by Mr. Rossiter awarding to 
Anya Cassinelli a certificate and War Bond for 40 years of service. The certificates 
read as follows: he ; | Alt 


The New York Society for the Relief om the Ruptured and Crippled 
Awards To 
Anna Cassinelii- 
This Gertiricats in Greteful ae cide ot of 
Forty Years 
Of Faithful and Devoted Service to the Hospital. 


&pril’3, 1944 
aYEO! F. Wilson Keller © Philip D. Wilson 
Director. . b a pap Rags 


nected y all the New York papers devered the-story of Anna babesnelase, The New 
York Times on the first page of the second section carried a picture of Anna: 
Cassinelli receiving her certificate from Mr, Arthur W. Rossiter, the President of 
the Board. Dave Boone in his column in the New York Sun on wisn Sth s0 well” 
Summarized the story that we quote it belows 


“Tn these days when you read of so many folks who enjoyed rare blessings, 
great fame and much prosperity, only to cheapen themselves by sordid behavior, what 
a lift it is to read about Anna’ Cassinelli, now 62 years old. She was taken to the- 
Hospital for the Ruptured and Crippled in New York as a child of 7 years, (She's . 
been there ever since, going nowhere except to St. Agnes*® Church on East 43rd Street 
now and then to give thanks. Thanks for what? That she has been’ able to spend 

forty-five years in that hospital helping others by making: orthopaedic corsets and 
' pelts, She's one of the hospital's skilled workers and they just gave her a big 
party and a certificate of service. Take a look over the American ‘scene, noting the 
folks who get the big headlines and the two and three ahah of By Lig And then give 
a. he fig hi to Anna Cassinelli who makes ‘em look cheap." eYSO0% 
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Our inquisitive reporter has dug up a story which we feel is indicative of 
the manpower shortage. The moral of the story is that you employ anyone these days, 
overlook 2 lot of things, but sometimes the situation becomes intolerable and the 
employee is promptly dropped despite the shortage of personnel. The story is as 
follows, It seems that the P.T.A. of Bronxville is putting on an amateur musical 
extravaganza. F. Wilson Keller, our Director, was called on the phone and asked to 
sing in the men*s chorus. Mr. Keller explained that from early”’childhood he has 
elways*been frustrated in his-attempt to sing with other persons, They insisted 
that he was needed == there just weren't enough men == and since Mr. Keller felt he 
might realize a lifelong ambition, he accepted. He attended his first practice with 
trepidation, As he wanted to make good, he wes very careful to Sing in a well modu~ 
lated voice so very few would hear him, and he left feeling he had made the grade. 
Put somebody must have heard him, for the next evening he was asked if he would give 
up his singing roll and instead accept a minor speaking part. It must have been 
-ntolerable despite the manpower shortage. 


Advertising in the newspapers for personnel for the past six months has 
cost the hospital over $700. with very little results. 


Dr. Hansson has received a letter from Commander Carr who writes from the 
U.S.5. Bataan. “This is a very stout ship. It tosses and rolls during each storm, 
but as yet I haven't missed a meal. There is a friendly group aboard and the other 
three coctors and two dentists are very coopérative. We have excellent equipment 
end are ready for any emergency. I have a full set of Stader fracture equipment 
which I begged for and finally got. It has 12 units for each long bone and for the 
jaw, so you see I'm all set for fractures. We eat very well - meat twice a day and 
ell the sugar and butter you want. I am sorry I can't say whore I am going. Regards 
to everyones”, 


We have received a copy of the Savannah Morning News of Tuesday, March 28th 
carrying @ picture and a news item about. Lt. Comm. Monroe J. Epting whom you will 
ell remember as a Surgical Resident here in 1925. Lt. Comm. Epting has been cited 
for meritorious service by Major General A.H. Turnage af the'U..S. Marine Corps. The 
citation reads.in parts "During the period from November 4,-1943. to January ll, 1944, 
you served as regimental surgeon in a Marine regiment in action against the Japanese 
forces in Bougainville Island, British Solomon Islands. Through careful attention to 
detail, you maintained an excellent condition of heelth among the officers and men 
despite extreme difficulties presented by tropical weather and adverse physical 
effects of the campaign... . ».» Your outstanding professional skill and devotion 
to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval service". Te 
congratulate Commander Epting on this splendid citation. | 


It has been learned that Harold Towner has been promoted from 2nd Lieutenant 
to lst Lieutenant and has been transferred from Daytona Beach, Fla, to Camp Mackall, 
40.5 % Director of Supply. 


Major Peter C. Rizzo paid us a visit on April lst from Fletcher. General 
Hospitel, Cambridge, Ohio, He seems to be standing the rigors of Army life very well 
despite all his responsibilities. He is head ofthe Orthopaedic Service, Director of 
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Brace Shop and Rehabilitation. He spoke to 
the Ohio branch of the American Physical Therapy Association at Columbus, Ohio. on 
friday, March 28th on "Rehabilitation at a,General Hospital". The next day at a 
sraduate meeting at Cambridge, Ohio, he spoke on “Injuries of the Knee" and presented 
various orthopaedic cases. The guest speekers at this meeting were Dr. Harlan ‘vilson 
of Columbus and Dr. Conn of Akron, Ohio. 
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Dr. Krida reports that there ws fair fishing on April lst, the opening 
date of the trout season, despite the unusually damp weather and the frequent freez* 
ing of the fish line in the guides. Horvever, he withstood the rigors of exposure 
very trell but he believes that a law should be enacted to have the fishing season 
open at a later date when the weather is more moderate, which will keep old men 
from exposing themselves to the possibilities: of . pneumonia. 


Dr. Francis J. Fadden reports that Dr. Richard K. Vosburgh orthopaedic 
resident 1930+31, was in town from Svracuse recently. Dr. Vosburgh reports that 
John Stevens another Syracuse boy and orthopaedic resident 1934-35 is with the Syre- 
cuse unit in the Army and is’ at present in England. He also reported that Dick Berg 
orthopaedic resident 1929-30 is a Major stationed at Ft. Orde, California, 


Can’ anyone send us the present address of Commander Robert Mazet? Our last 
tivo issues of the Record & Chronicle addressed to him at the U. S. Nevel Hospital, 
Oaklend, California heve been returned. 


Pete Lange has recently been promoted to a Commander. ‘/e all wish to con- 
cratulete Commander Lenge on his promotion. 


Olive Fischer has received ae letter from Major Lowell Thomas. He writes, 
"The bulletin comes regularly. I want to say thanks to you and the rest of the 
staff for keeping it interesting and informative. Enjoyed the Christmas number 
vith ell the signatures and your high flying Senta Claus. Col. Sluss is © near 
neighbor of mine". Major Thomas has recently been appointed Chief of the Surgery 
Section, MS Be 


Mrs. Lynn Wilson reports a chans,e of £.P.0. numscr for Mejor Wilson when 
he was moved to the front lines in Italy. He has been working very hard, as much 
es 24 hours'a dey, several days ea week. The last ‘ord Mrs. ‘filson lad from the 
Major is that he has been sent to a rest cemp for several days. His new'f£.P.O. 
number is 464, 


It looks like we seriously maligned little Joe Shaeffer when we reported 
some months back that maybe the reason for not heering from him was that being sta- 
tioned at Palm Springs, California, 2 great deal of his time wes occupied with the 
social life of the movie colony. However, Joe writes that he loves us just the 
same. ‘Je apologize for this insinuation for recent news discloses that Lt. Col. 
Sheeffer has not been at Torney General Hospital, Palm Springs, for some time. In 
fact a year ago February, he wes hastily transferred to Camp Beale, California 
where we understand he organized some ten hospital units. £ letter has been recent-~ 
ly received from Lt. Col. Joe in which he states that he had written us as far back 
as October, but evidently Uncle Sam for some reason or other failed to deliver it 
to-us. Col. Shaeffer writes, "After putting in six months of serious effort during 
the organization period of Torney Generel Hospital at Pelm Springs, Cal., I was 
rather hastily trensferred to a new post at Camp Beale, also Cal., during February 
1943, when things were developing very rapidly. This is a large organization with 
many important functions and. my impression is that it plays a big part in the west 
coast setup. This is the largest camp area out. this way. Regarding my own small 
pert, beginning at Tilton General, then through Torney General and at Camp Beale, 

I have gotten deeper and deeper into the quicksand of administrative work. I soon 
found that the job of "Chief of a Surgical Service’ could include additional duties 
so much so that now I have a betteryv of three stenographers and e Lt. WAC trying to 
keep me out of trouble. I should have paid attention to that old line officer's 

advice, ‘Keep your mouth shut and never volunteer’. I trained under a good man at 
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Tilton, Col. Makel, who one day said, 'Shaeffer in the i.rmy never admit thet you can 
ride 2 horse for sure as shooting in addition to your other duties you will get a 
whole Cavalry unit assigned to.you'.. I knov this has been the experience of all .my 
friends from R. & C. who are in the service. “'e have an excellent hospital with 
1800 beds. The equipment is .very good. The government has provided the best. Our 
staff must be goods; that is one.of the jobs of the Chief of Surgery. ‘‘e heve trained 
many men in Army ways and many hospital units. Both Station and General Hospitals 
have passed through our hands to,the fighting fronts. Our principle function here 
aside from replacing the casualties of the intensive training program is the proper 
physical preparation with reclessification and assignment of men going out or back 

es casualty replacements. Needless to say,.I miss very much the pre-service constant 
éssociation with the many friends at.R..&C.". He sends his regards to all his 
friends at the hospital, 


» Tle Bditor, has recently.received,a letter from Col. Bradley L.,Goley who 
writes, "Your associate editor and net's. ¢ztherer from Gulf-Southwest area has a 
few scraps to report. Have recently completed a tour with Dr. Sumner Koch of 
Chicago who, spread the gospel of compression treatment of burns and other wounds 
and gave many talks on hand infections and allied hand surgery. On this-trip we 
spent several days with our old associate, Lt. Col. Norman .Higinbotham, no less. 

He thrives: on his jobyizhich is really a sizable one and his service is. ‘tops'-in 
this area, He isn't so:firmly rooted in Texas, however, that he wouldn't welcome 

@ chance to get back when at lest it is all over; after all, he lives almost as far 
from his hospital as Rich Stephens and Van do - 39 miles ie a fair ‘commute’ down 
here. The regional.meeting of the American College of Surgeons,.was held at San 
antonio this week and there I.ran into the following alumni,. Dr. Jemie Bost ~ 
orthopod who was a contemporary of.Nick's in 1920-21; Granville :dams, Herniotomist 
and surgeon who was one of. 'Uncle,Carl' Surdick's boys four years.or so ago; 'Col.! 
(Kentucky variety) Rutledge, about the same era on the same service and now doing 
public health in Jackson, Mississipp¢. These men all sent their regards and are 
most @ppreciative of, the 'Record and Chronicle’. Best regards to all the old guard 
end hope in July to see, them for, I my get leave about that time", 


Dr. ‘ilson has received .a letter from Mejor Donald. Dial dated March 12th. 
He writes, “Ye heve been settled at our new hospital for the past three weeks. I 
-head an interesting month with McMurray. I thought their work on knees very good 
and they have a very good rehabilitation program. They still insist that intrinsic 
traction with a Thomas splint is the best way to treat fractures of the femur. Md- 
Murray, on the basis of long followups at T. B. hospitels is very conservative in 
surgery and nemes four indications; fusion of hip, fusion of knee, amputation, and 
excision of tuberculous forms ,in the bone. He feels that on the whole tuberculous 
spines should not be fused..i..ee+e¢ hile in Liverpool, I met. Jatson Jones again and 
he suggested I arrange with ‘ir Commodore H. Osmond Clarke to go on one of his, tours. 
I took a week's leave from which I have just returned in which I accompanied Nobby 
to two of the Rs. 4. F. hospitals not far from London. It seemed to me that their 
work is excellent. They have been very successful with manipulative reduction of | 
fractures and lean away from skeletal fixation although unlike McMurray, they don't 
hesitate to use Steinmann pins ‘yhen indicated. At both hospitals they are using 
pet) instruments for blind bone pegging of fractures of the carpal scephoid (under 
X-ray.control). Wing Commender Butler (of Toronto) has done the largest number and 
is nov the more conservative of the two. Both use cancellos bone rather than corti- 
cal.bone, Butler takes his graft, «ith a small hollow trephine through.a small in- 
cision over the olecranon, t+ the same hospital they have been doing arthrograms 
in I.D.K's, and showed me some very instructive x-rays. Cuthbert at Rooksdown hes 
done quite successfully a series of cases of compound fracture of the mandible in 
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which he has completely excised the wound (this is a late, not a primary procedure), 
closed the mucous membrane, filled the g=p in the mandible with chips from the ilium 
and fixed the fracture with skeletal pins a lea Jack and Fritz. The time required 
for healing is half or less of that required for & massive graft. I should think 
this might be applicable to small “rounds in other parts of the body, redius and ulna 
for instance. ‘jhile on leave, I visited Hampshire spending a quiet weekend in the 
country with the Scott Murrays in Heckfield”. . 


“e read in the “News", publication of Massachusetts General Hospital, the 
mention of Floyd Jergesen. A letter written by one of their staff states among 
other persons he has met was Floyd Jergesen. "“Jergie is orthopaedic consultant in 
Itely end Simmie is a kind of importation to work with Jergie on the gas gangrene 
oroblem, Simmie is working on the peripheral vascular aspect of the think and on 
the subject in general and he and Jergesen should turn out a first class piece of 
york". The last number of issues of the Record & Chronicle mailed to Floyd Jergesen 
heve been, and if anyone can supply us with his address, will they please do 50. 


A very unfortunate accident henpened to Miss Hazel Evans, Supervisor of the 
Mfiain Operating Room. On Tuesday, April 4th, the wedge holding open one of the doors 
of the sterilizing room became dislodged end the door slammed on Miss Evans' heft 
nand. She suffered a compound fracture of the fourth and fifth fingers and a 
comminuted fracture of the third finger. Fortunately, Dr. Wegner was in the Onerat~ 
ing Room at the time and Miss Evans received prompt attention. Miss Evans is now 
a petient in Gibney and Dr. eagner anticipates a satisfactory result. 


Dr. Juan Ruiz stopped in to visit us this past week after completing his 
fellowship at the Mayo Clinic. He left April 10 for the Orthopaedic Clinic, Gervais 
& Pickens St., Columbia, South Carolina, where he will vork on fractures with Dr. 

&. T. Moore for an indefinite period. 


} The editor has received a letter from Captain Cherles Kincheloe whose 
address is 0-502665, 68th General Hospital, A.P.0. 515, % Postmaster, New York. 
Capt. Kincheloe writes, “Arrived here somewhere in England after a nice voyage, 
though a far cry from that of peace time. ‘Je are billeted in a lovely old town and 
scettered through numerous old buildings that are impossidle to keep warm. How 
long it will be before our hospital is ready, no one knows, but we understand it 
will be of excellent brick construction. Right now it is difficult to keep busy, 
but surely that will be solved later. These people @re going all out to make us 
comfortable and happy". He writes that he is anxious to receive any A.P.0. numbers 
of friends knorm to be in England. "Remember me to all the staff". 


Miss Evans reports receiving a letter from Lt. Simone Mercil, confirming 
our Preece cuess that she is with Major Ross McCarty's unit, the ist General Ho- 
spital, A.P.0. 517, % Postmaster, New York City. Lt. Mercil reports that they are 
very busy and that Mejor McCarty is Chief of Orthopaedics. 


Mrs. Imogene Ring would like K. G. Hansson and Rich Stephens to know that 
playing cards are sold at the Corner Shop for .40¢ a deck. Anybody else want ad- 
vertising space? 


Copied from the "feekly Hash, or “hat's Cookin’ at Lenox Hill} without 
permission: "There are rumors that the powdered eggs most of you Siowenie and girls 
got were colored for Easter" 
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